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Foreword
We are delighted that less than three years from when our Conference voted in favour of equal
marriage, we now welcome the publication of the Bill in Parliament which we believe will bring
equality to everyone with regards to treating all relationships as equal. Let's not forget that
ours is the organisation which set the ball rolling on this issue, which has subsequently gained
momentum and featured heavily on the political agenda.
Since, 2010 this has been an incredibly hard-fought campaign and this booklet serves to
exemplify people's real life situations where relationships will be intrinsically improved and
treated equally by the law in the passing of Equal Marriage legislation.
We trust that the featured couples and campaigners herein demonstrate the range of
backgrounds, situations and loving relationships that exist across a wide cross-section of the
population and the diversity of people who will benefit from this change in the law.
Our thanks go to all those people within our party - especially those have lobbied for decades
over a period of some forty years and more - to bring equal marriage rights for lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people in our country. It is a great honour to be at the helm of this
organisation at such a time of momentous social change in 2013.

The worldwide momentum
In 2001, the Netherlands was the first country to legalise same-sex marriage, with the first
marriages performed in Amsterdam City Hall on 1st April of that same year.
Since then, same-sex marriages have been performed legally by Belgium (2003), Spain (2005),
Canada (2003 - in some provinces; 2005 - nationally), South Africa (2006), Norway (2009),
Sweden (2009), Portugal (2010), Iceland (2010), Argentina (2010) and Denmark (2012).
In the United States, same-sex marriages are performed the District of Columbia (2010), and
in nine states: Massachusetts (2004), Connecticut (2008), Iowa (2009), Vermont (2009), New
Hampshire (2010), New York (2011), Washington (2012), Maine (2012) and Maryland (2013).
A 1996 law prevents the U.S. federal government from recognizing same-sex marriages, but
this law is under challenge in the courts and was in 2010 ruled unconstitutional by a federal
district court in Massachusetts.
In Mexico, same-sex marriages are performed in Mexico City (2010) and Quintana Roo (2012),
but same-sex marriages are legally recognized throughout the country.
It’s time to achieve change here in the UK.

Liberal Democrat Party Policy on
Equal Marriage - carried Tuesday, 21 September 2010
Conference believes that as stated in the preamble to the party’s constitution, we ‘exist to build
and safeguard a fair, free and open society, in which we seek to balance the fundamental values
of liberty, equality and community’ and ‘reject all prejudice and discrimination’ including those
issues which relate to gender and sexual orientation.
Conference notes that:
i) At present no two individuals of the same sex may enter into a marriage in the United Kingdom,
and that no two individuals of mixed sex may enter into a civil partnership.
ii) Under the terms of the Gender Recognition Act (2004) any individual seeking gender recognition
or to change their gender as legally recognised cannot remain in a marriage or civil partnership.
iii) Humanist celebrants are currently not permitted to conduct marriages in England and Wales.
Conference recognises that:
a) The Deputy Prime Minister, and Leader of the Liberal Democrats, the Rt Hon Nick Clegg MP,
said in Pink News on 1 7th February 2010: ‘I support gay marriage. Love is the same, straight or
gay, so the civil institution should be the same too. All couples should be able to make that
commitment to one another’.
b) The moves by the new coalition government to allow ceremonies for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender couples to be performed in religious buildings are very much welcomed.
c) Whether someone believes in marriage, civil partnership or commitment, any religious
organisation or building whether a church, mosque or temple which chooses to have civil
partnerships celebrated at their religious places of worship will be in the future able to do so.
d) To grant rights to one group of individuals which are denied to others based on sexual
orientation and gender is unconscionable.
e) The current arrangements with regards to marriage are discriminatory in nature.
f) Non-UK same-sex marriages are currently equated to civil partnership in the UK, not marriage.
Conference believes that as stated in the preamble to the party’s constitution, we ‘exist to build
and safeguard a fair, free and open society, in which we seek to balance the fundamental values
of liberty, equality and community’ and ‘reject all prejudice and discrimination’ including those
issues which relate to gender and sexual orientation.
Conference therefore calls on the British government to:
1. Open both marriage and civil partnerships to both same-sex and mixed-sex couples.
2. To allow approved religious and humanist celebrants who wish to do so to legally solemnise
and celebrate same-sex and mixed sex marriages and civil partnerships in any authorised place.
3. To allow those individuals who wish to seek gender recognition or change their legally
recognised gender to remain in their current marriage or civil partnership without changing any
legal requirements.
4. To establish a simple and straightforward process by which any existing civil partnership may
be converted into a marriage or vice-versa without the need to dissolve the civil partnership or
proceed with a divorce.
5. To automatically recognise all non-UK same-sex marriages as marriage in the UK, and to
subsequently remove non-UK same-sex marriages from the current schedule which equates
them to civil partnerships in the UK.
6. To continue to maintain the schedule equating non-UK same-sex civil unions or registered
partnerships as civil partnerships in the UK.
7. To add non-UK opposite-sex civil unions or registered partnerships to the schedule equating
them to Civil Partnerships in the UK.
8. To openly promote and encourage recognition of same-sex marriage and civil partnerships
across the European Union, especially in countries where currently no laws exist.

Cllr Alan Gloak &
Colin Wells-Brown
“We were
surprised and
delighted at the
vast number of
letters we
received,
congratulations
and also the
way people
stopped us in
the street”
In December 2005 my partner and I decided that we would take advantage on the newly
introduced civil partnership for same-sex couples. We did not think that we were setting some
sort of historical precedent it just seemed the most logical thing to do after living together for
some 42 years. This year, 2013, we will in May celebrate 50 years of our meeting.
I at the time was chairman of Somerset County Council and there was a certain amount of
apprehension as to what effect this would have in the county. We were surprised and delighted
at the vast number of letters we received, congratulations and also the way people stopped
us in the street. I do not recall one anti message; those who disapproved said nothing, so I
have no idea of how many did so. My family also received the news with pleasure and
congratulated us both.
Now the government is contemplating allowing same-sex couples to get married in a place
of religious worship, not necessarily a church but it could be a synagogue the hall where
religious groups meet wherever. I hold no feelings for or against this as I believe that if the
marriage is as we are taught for the procreation of children then all marriages of people over
childbearing age are not acceptable and of course that is laughable as the churches are only
too pleased to marry people over childbearing age.
As a we live in a rural area you might think that two people of the same sex joining together
in a civil partnership, which is surely no different to the registry office marriage, might cause
some disquiet. I have to say nothing of that kind has happened and I would recommend any
two people who have a genuine love of one another to make this commitment. I’m rather
proud of the fact that we were probably the first two in Somerset and maybe in the country to
contract a civil partnership beating a well-known pop singer and his partner.

“I would recommend any two people who have a
genuine love of one another to make this commitment”

Ed Fordham &
Cllr Russell Eagling
“We are
recognised by
all, but we are
prevented from
partaking in
the institution
that our
parents have
always wished
for us.”
In 2013 we celebrate 15 years of 'going out' together. That's a long time to be 'going out' - even
for the decidedly commitment-phobic. Over the last 15 years we have attended many
weddings, christenings and funerals of friends and family that mark out the great stations of
life.
Apart from the occasional birthday bash and Eurovision party - we haven't provided a similar
opportunity for our friends and family to celebrate our life together. Russell used to work for
MEP Nick Clegg and so we both attended the wedding of Nick and Miriam in Spain - it was a
really special and personal event, and we would like to invite them to our wedding too!
Civil partnerships have offered one potential route. However, for us all the connotations
seemed deeply embedded in the legal conveniences which are bestowed. Even the name
seems to emphasise a rather joyless legal contract over anything to do with love.
Religion plays a slightly ambiguous part of our lives. But civil partnerships enforce an outright
ban of any religious element to the ceremony. Our local council states on its website that
"readings, vows and music you choose must have no religious connotations.". This again
seems like a step away from the tradition of our families.
We live together, we go on holiday together, we go home together to our parents on an annual
basis. Our Christmas cards are addressed to both of us... and so we are recognised by all,
but prevented from partaking in the institution that our parents have always wished for us.
We are not seeking to redefine marriage – we want to take part in the same tradition that
generations of Fordhams and Eaglings (and Jones and Ralphs) have celebrated their life-long
relationships in a marriage ceremony – in which the whole family has celebrated together.

“We both attended the wedding of Nick and Miriam in
Spain - it was a really special and personal event, and
we would like to invite them to our wedding too!”

Cllr Sarah Brown &
Sylvia Knight
“The decree
absolute that
we're holding
is the only
official
recognition
that our
marriage of 8
years
happened: our
original
marriage
certificate was
even taken
from us.”
We were married in 2001. The government used to agree, but not any more. In order to be
legally recognised as female, the government demanded the annulment of our marriage. The
decree absolute that we're holding is the only official recognition that our marriage of 8 years
happened: our original marriage certificate was even taken from us.
Marriages that survive transition of one or both partners are amongst the strongest there are.
That the government requires their annulment in order to recognise that transition is a cruel
irony. We had managed to convince ourselves that this was just a bureaucratic exercise, that
being civil partners would be the same, but we left the divorce court holding each other and
crying. When we were pronounced civil partners a few weeks later, it felt like we were being
firmly told that we were not equal, that we were second class citizens, that we didn't deserve
to call ourselves married.
For transgender people, marriage equality is vital. In future, married couples in our situation
will be spared the pain we went though. It must go further though: We need mixed gender
civil partnerships otherwise existing ones will continue to be confiscated; we also need the
government make good the injustice done to couples like us and reinstate our original
marriages, to give back what it stole. At present, it is not proposing to do these things.

“For transgender people, marriage equality is vital.
In future, married couples in our situation will be
spared the pain we went though.”

Stephen William MP
(Bristol West)
“Society has
changed so much
in my 46 years.
Sometimes
Parliament has
led, sometimes
it's followed.
This year I think
both are ready
for full parity of
esteem for all
loving and
committed
couples.”
When I was born it was illegal to be gay. When I was at school I was bullied because people
thought I was a "bender", South Wales Valleys boys didn't say "gay".
At university I kept my head down. Homophobia was rife as The Sun warned of a "gay plague".
Shortly after graduating, the age of consent dropped to 18. Suddenly, I was legal, but only in
private.
Change speeded up and it was OK to be ‘out’ at work. But as an out candidate in the 2001
general election I was abused.
Now in 2013 as an MP I'm about to vote for full equal marriage. All that's needed is the arrival
of my Prince Charming and the journey is complete.
Society has changed so much in my 46 years. Sometimes Parliament has led, sometimes it's
followed. This year I think both are ready for full parity of esteem for all loving and committed
couples.

Lucy Watt
“We all know
that language
matters. Does
getting civilly
partnered
sound as
important or as
romantic as
getting
married?”
I grew up in the countryside and moved to London after I graduated from university, mainly
so that I could live in a diverse community.
When I first moved to London I volunteered for Stonewall and was excited about the
introduction of Civil Partnerships, but I’ve always felt annoyed that some gay rights activists
are happy just to leave it there. Same rights, different name?
We all know that language matters. Does getting civilly partnered sound as important or as
romantic as getting married? Would we be happy if there was a separate term for black
people’s marriages or for second marriages? It sounds like the consolation prize to me, an
excuse for friends, family and neighbours not take same sex unions as seriously as opposite
sex ones. It brings back memories of the “pretend family” term used in the Section 28 debates,
but what the pretence in love?
If we tell a child that her aunt is getting a civil partnership it reinforces difference, that she
and her relationship is second-class. If we tell that child that her aunt is getting married (to a
woman), it indicates that same sex love and relationships are as valid as any other and that
same sex love isn’t something to fear or despise. It isn’t an ‘other’ anymore.
I still know many people who are closeted or ashamed of their feelings of same sex love and
attraction and it causes much heartbreak and pain. Normalising same sex relationships will
go some way to helping people be true to themselves.
I hope that I am lucky enough to meet my life partner someday soon and, if she is a woman,
that we can get married and that our wedding will be taken just as seriously as if he were a
man.

“Normalising same sex relationships will go some way
to helping people be true to themselves.”

Hywel ap Dafydd
“There were
no positive
images of
gay people to
counter the
abuse I
received,
only
negative
ones to
reinforce it.”

I was first labelled Gay when I was 9, back at the tail end of the 80s. Growing up in coastal
Dyfed, attending a Non-Conformist Baptist Chapel was not the best environment for me to
discover my sexuality. There were no positive images of gay people to counter the abuse I
received, only negative ones to reinforce it. I learnt a very cruel lesson of life, that I was a
second class citizen in my own county.
My how times have changed. But there is still some way to go before I reach the end of my
rainbow. This Cinderella is still looking for her Prince Charming. But when I find him I want
to call him husband not partner. I'm looking for someone to share my life with NOT start a
business. The concept of marriage evolves over time and in our country at least the idea that
a wife is the property of her husband has rightly been consigned the scrapheap of history.
Words have power. Civil Partnership implies that my love is different from that of marriage.
Think of the message that sends. That love is defined by sexual behaviour and not by
commitment and compassion. I have learnt the difference between Lust and Love; the former
is ephemeral, the latter eternal.
All I'm asking for are two words: Marriage and Equality. Is that too much to ask?

“Words have power. Civil Partnership implies that my
love is different from that of marriage.”

Richard Jacquard &
Martin Houghton
“We can all
agree that
marriage is a
lifelong
commitment
between two
people in love
who want to
spend the rest of
their time on this
earth together.”
They say that the course of true love never ran smooth. That is most certainly the case for my
beloved Martin and I. We have been together over a year now, and though like most couples
we’ve had our ups and down’s, it has been the most exhilarating, powerful and life enhancing
experience of my 26 years.
We are both absolutely in love with each other. It was love at first sight, when we met on
Waterloo Bridge. We stayed up all night in each others arms, and then watched the sunrise
over the great capital of our country.
We listened to the classic song about love, commitment and the weathering of life’s storms
by the famous crooner Ben E. King ‘Stand by me’.
Marriage is so many things to so many couples. We can all agree that it is a lifelong
commitment between two people in love who want to spend the rest of their time on this earth
together. For me marriage is however, just that: a voluntary vow to ‘stand by me’, come what
may.
In these turbulent times of economic hardship and necessary fiscal restraint, that is absolutely
what our nation needs. Marriage leads to security, both emotional and financial. Marriage
between two people makes our economy stronger, and it knits together love and law to provide
a comprehensive safety net for people, when at times the state cannot afford to pick up the
bill.

“Marriage leads to security, both emotional and
financial. Marriage between two people makes our
economy stronger, and it knits together love and law.”

Lucy Care
“Then, as
now,
Quakers ran
weekend
gatherings
for young
Quakers to
explore
Quakerism
and what it
means to be
a Quaker.“
I was an independent-minded teenager in the 1970s. My parents were Quakers – my mother
had grown up in a Quaker family, and my father had been searching for a spiritual home when
they met. They both supported us exploring ideas and questioning the status quo. Then, as
now, Quakers ran weekend gatherings for young Quakers to explore Quakerism and what it
means to be a Quaker. These covered a wide range of topics, often with speakers, visits and
practical activities. I still remember a speaker from one such event.
The theme for that weekend must have been ‘sexuality’ or something similar. The speaker,
probably in his 40s, shared with us his search for love and understanding, and how he
eventually found the man with whom he hoped to spend the rest of his life.
He described the same emotions as that of my parents, my uncles and aunts, or characters
in literature classics we had to read at school. The commitment he wished to give, seemed
to me then, and seems to me now, just as valid as those of mixed-sex couples.
Quakers don’t have a ‘creed’ nor do they have priests. They believe that there is ‘that of God’
within everybody, and everyone can communicate with the ‘spirit’ that many call God if they
‘centre down’ and listen with their heart. It is therefore not for us humans to judge what is
right, nor to judge each other. We need to listen to ‘that of God’ and support each other in
seeking a way forward.
Over the years, Quakers have explored the rightness of same-sex relationships and come down
firmly in favour of equality with mixed-sex relationships. Quakers have therefore been at the
forefront of calling for equality in marriage in the UK.
Over 25 years ago I got married in a Quaker meeting. I hope that soon the ‘rightness’ I feel
about my mixed-sex marriage is something that same-sex couples can also enjoy

“I hope that soon the ‘rightness’ I feel about my
mixed-sex marriage is something that same-sex
couples can also enjoy.”

Cllr Nick Coombes
“A civil
partnership
sounds like a
contract, not
something that
you offer to the
love of your
life, or an
occasion that
you would
celebrate with
your family
and friends.”
I never intended to become a member of the establishment. I’m gay, I’m a liberal and I studied
architecture at university. Plus I’m 26 years old.
Six years ago I was elected to Bath & North East Somerset Council. Now I’m a member of the
Pension Committee, the Planning Committee and the chair of the Regulatory Committee. I’m
even a trustee of a regional art museum.
Of course, none of this should matter; I’m still an independent minded radical who challenges
authority. Actions, not descriptions, determine worth. Yet the names we give to things are
important. If marriage and civil partnership meant the same thing, I wouldn’t mind, and neither
would our opponents.
But I do want to get married. I want to be able to propose to my boyfriend the same way that
everyone else does, I want a wedding and I want to call him my husband.
A civil partnership is equal in law, but it’s different in perception. A civil partnership sounds
like a contract, not something that you offer to the love of your life, or an occasion that you
would celebrate with your family and friends.
If I ever have the opportunity to be Mayor of Bath, I hope that I am married, so that the people
who invent titles have to work out what to call my husband.

“If marriage and civil partnership meant the same
thing, I wouldn’t mind, and neither would our
opponents.”

Cllr Tim Pickstone
“My first
major political
event as a
young adult
was to join
other Liberals
in Manchester
at the 1988
national rally
against
Clause 28 of
that year's
Local
Government
Bill.”
My first major political event as a young adult was to join other Liberals in Manchester at the
1988 national rally against Clause 28 of that year's Local Government Bill. At the time a majority
of our elected politicians found it acceptable to to enshrine discrimination against lesbians
and gay men in law.
25 years later a lot has changed. Section 28 was repealed just a couple of weeks after I was
elected as a Lib Dem councillor in June 2000. Three years ago my Town Hall was the venue
for my Civil Partnership, something that would have seemed an impossible dream back in
1988.
We have achieved very liberal change. We owe a lot to the consistent support and commitment
of Liberal and Liberal Democrat parliamentarians, councillors and activists over those 25
years.
But there is no such thing as partial equality. I should have been at my Town Hall, or my
Church, to get married.
We now have an opportunity to deliver on full equality. What an amazing, liberal, achievement
that would be.

“We now have an opportunity to deliver on full
equality. What an amazing, liberal, achievement that
would be.“

Imogen Shepherd-DuBey &
Cllr Rachelle Shepherd-DuBey
“We are
pleased to say
that modern
Britain today
is more
accepting
than ever,
but there is
still a long
way to go in
a few areas.”
My wife and I initially entered a Civil Union in the state of Vermont in the USA in 2002. When
Vermont changed its laws in 2009 to include Marriage for all we returned and 'upgraded' our
status to Married. Although it is not recognised under USA federal Law, we thought it was
important to make the journey and affirm our relationship.
We live in a village near Wokingham. We are both active in the local community including
being members of the Parish Council, helping to organise the Village Fete, attending meetings
with the local schools, taking part in many community events and simply talking to people
while walking our dog around the area or working on our allotment. Many of the residents are
aware that we are a same sex couple and treat us as they would treat a mixed sex couple and
our families treat us with the same respect. We are pleased to say that modern Britain today
is more accepting than ever, but there is still a long way to go in a few areas.
We very much feel that our Vermont Marriage is 'downgraded' to a Civil Partnership here in
the UK. Registry offices have different rules for Civil Partnerships including completely
separate registry books to sign and I see no reason why that should be? A lot of the common
everyday words people use to describe relationships such as Wife, Husband, Spouse etc do
not include 'Civil Partner' and not having Civil Partnerships for mixed sex couples sets us up
as being in a relationship that is something different and apart from normality. If Civil
Partnerships are to remain, they should be available to mixed sex couples.
We would hope that we have learned from Apartheid in South Africa and the Civil Rights
movement in the USA that 'Separate, but Equal' is rarely equal. We have all battled for equality
when it comes to race, gender, religion, age, disability and social beliefs, why not sexual
identity and orientation?

“We have all battled for equality when it comes to race,
gender, religion, age, disability and social beliefs, why
not sexual identity and orientation?”

Ashley Byrne &
Liam Starkey
“Marriage on
the other hand is
the state finally
saying we
recognise that
same-sex
relationships are
no different than
opposite sex
relationships.”
Liam and I have been together for almost seven years and are totally committed to spending
the rest of our lives together but for us a civil partnership has never felt like anything we really
wanted to do.
Yes it gives our relationship some legal protection but it just feels like a second class measure.
Marriage on the other hand is the state finally saying we recognise that same-sex relationships
are no different than opposite sex relationships. It’s for that reason, if equal marriage was part
of the laws in the UK, we would seriously contemplate such a partnership.
Any relationship is much more than a bit of paper or a ceremony and many will choose not
to engage in marriage but in a fair, free and equal society the option must be there for same-sex
couples.
We hope the Government will do all it can to make sure weddings for gay, bisexual and trans
people - whether conducted in civic or religious venues - are on an equal footing with the
straight population and therefore straight people must also be allowed to have a civil union
if they so wish as well – that’s only fair!
Overall we feel legalising equal marriage will mean that more LGBT couples will feel confident
they can make a long commitment to one another with the support of both the state and
society.

“Straight people must also be allowed to have a civil
union if they so wish as well – that’s only fair!”

Hywel Morgan
“Where there is a
genuine tenderness,
an openness to
responsibility, and
the seed of
commitment, God is
surely not shut out.
Can we not say that
God can enter any
relationship in which
there is a measure of
selfless love?”
I don't suppose there is such a thing as a lapsed Quaker, but if there was I would be. And the
first openly gay person I ever knowingly met was through Quaker youth events (this was the
mid 80s when the Eastenders kiss was still causing shock waves so perhaps hard to
understand now how an uncommon event this was).
Religious or not, I can find few better ways of bringing clarity to the issue than idea put forward
in the ground-breaking “Towards a Quaker view of sex” (1964):
“Where there is a genuine tenderness, an openness to responsibility, and the
seed of commitment, God is surely not shut out. Can we not say that God can
enter any relationship in which there is a measure of selfless love?”
I can't see why some people have to park their love for each other in a separate box, forever
labelled as “not quite the same” not as genuine, not as real as some other peoples.
True, selfless love is one of the great gifts (be it of nature or providence), it needs to be
celebrated, not compartmentalised.

“I can't see why some people have to park their love
for each other in a separate box, forever labelled as
“not quite the same” not as genuine, not as real as
some other peoples.”

A Proud History, A Bright Future

We have the best record in Parliament of any political party on LGBT+ equality issues, and
we continue to develop and promote progressive policies for LGBT+ people. The Liberal
Democrat Federal Constitution makes our position clear:

“The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair,
free and open society, in which we seek to balance the fundamental values
of liberty, equality and community,
and in which no-one shall be enslaved by poverty, ignorance or conformity.”
Many of our policies have eventually become law, as the other parties look to us for ideas to
appeal to the "pink vote". We have a good record of introducing LGBT equality legislation
through Private Members' Bills and amendments, and the best voting record in the Houses
of Parliament.
If you want legal equality for all LGBT+ people
If you want a fairer society where inequality does not breed discrimination
If you want international action on LGBT+ equality
If you want a Europe where homophobes are challenged rather than made allies
... then please support the Liberal Democrats as we build on our proud history of LGBT equality
into a bright future for all!

Always Been There For You
In autumn 1975, the Liberal Party (as the party was then called) passed a resolution in favour
of the Campaign for Homosexual Equality's Law Reform Bill, and called upon the party's peers
and MPs to support the Bill in Parliament. The bill was the first proposed legislation to talk
about full equality for homosexuals, including equalising the age of consent for gay sex (which
was 21 in those days).
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Opposed Section 28 right from the start in 1988
Voted to Repeal in 2000 ... and in 2003
Supported Gay Consent at 16 in 1994
Wrote the Law on Civil Partnerships in 2002
Supported Same-Sex Couples in the Children and Adoption Act 2002
Led on Trans Rights in the Gender Recognition Act 2004
Supported Lesbian Fertility Treatment in 2008
Campaigned for LGBT Asylum Seekers in 2008
Uniquely Supported all Trans People's Rights in the 2010 Equality Bill
First major party to support Equal Marriage in 2010

